
Montlake Walk II:  Interlaken Boulevard and Other Neighborhood Charms   
 

Montlake is a pretty neighborhood that borders many attractions - the Arboretum, the UW campus, 
Union and Portage Bays, and Interlaken Boulevard.  Our walks will allow us to enjoy all of these.  
Sadly, the neighborhood is bisected by Highway 520 in one direction; in the other, Montlake 
Boulevard/24th Avenue, an arterial that carries a great deal of fast-moving traffic.  We’ll avoid this 
busy roadway as much as possible by taking detours on quieter streets whenever possible. 

• To skirt 24th, turn left from Fuel down Lynn and take a right on 25th.  When 25th ends at Boyer, turn 
right and cross 24th at the light.  Continue along the left side of Boyer for a short distance until you 
see a rustic staircase heading uphill to the left. 

• Climb the stairs to arrive at Interlaken Boulevard.  Turn right.  In the 1890’s Interlaken Boulevard 
was the principle bike and buggy path linking Capitol Hill with Lake Washington.  Later the Olmsteds 
included it as part of their boulevards plan.  This section, from here to 19th, was eventually closed to 
vehicular traffic, resulting in the woodsy, tranquil trail we enjoy today. 

• Walk along Interlaken, continuing after the bike path gives way to the original roadway. Before long 
the road divides.  Stay to the right to continue on Interlaken.  The road goes uphill very gradually, 
while offering occasional views, and eventually encounters Delmar Drive, angling in from the right. 

• Cross at the crosswalk and turn right to descend Delmar Drive/Lynn.  Arriving at Boyer, cross the 
street and walk down 16th.  This part of Montlake features an array of picturesque Tudor-style brick 
cottages, giving the neighborhood the feel of a European village.  Straight ahead, on Calhoun, is 
Montlake Park and the Montlake Community Center.  The restrooms here are appropriately 
housed in a Tudor cottage.  

• Continue east along Calhoun.  At the end of the park, follow the switchback footpath uphill and turn 
right on 19th. From here we’ll make a loop tour through the heart of residential Montlake.  At Lynn, 
cross the street and cut through the parking lot of St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church to 19th 
(on the left).  This parish serves nearly 700 families.  Its origins date back to 1895, although this 
building is much more recent, having been completed in 1962. 

• Turn left onto Blaine.  The houses along this block of Blaine are also English-style cottages, but 
much more diverse in appearance.  Most were built in the late 1920s. 

• Arriving at 22nd, a look to the left reveals an uphill staircase, but it is not as formidable as it might at 
first appear.  Ascending the forested hillside brings into view a more typical Seattle streetscape, with 
a variety of noteworthy Craftsman houses. 

• Turn left at Newton, following it as it curves to the right and becomes 20th, then go left on Calhoun, 
which takes you back to 19th, and the path that leads back downhill to Montlake Park.  A right turn 
here will put onto the Bill Dawson Trail, which takes you under highway 520 and brings you to busy 
Montlake Boulevard. 

• Go left at Hamlin to West Montlake Park, passing the Seattle Yacht Club along the way.  The 
clubhouse, dating from 1892, is on the National Register of Historic Places.  Two right turns will put 
you on Shelby.  Cross Montlake Boulevard at the light and walk to the left to find a staircase just to 
the right of the bridge.  Part way down take the pathway that leads to the right and the viewing 
platform at the Montlake Cut.  Then head uphill on the path to your right to McCurdy Park.   

• Walk to Hamlin and turn right.  Continue to Montlake Boulevard and turn left.  Cross Lake 
Washington Blvd. Turn left at E. North St., right at 24th Avenue, and left at the next street. Walk to 
25th Avenue. Turn right and walk back to Lynn.  Go right and return to Fuel.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


