
A Short History of Queen Anne Hill
• Formed by the Vashon Glacier more than 13,500 years ago. 
• December, 1852 David & Louisa Boren Denny placed a claim on 320 acres in what is now lower Queen 

Anne 
• Just married, they built one-room log cabin on the bluff overlooking Elliott Bay, near Denny Way and 

Western. Louisa planted Sweetbrier roses outside the front door. The roses were found there growing wild 
in 1931. 

• Settlement was slow to develop. Thick forest and steep slopes discouraged settlers who wanted flat, open 
land for farms. 

• In 1872, David Denny subdivided 500 acres into building lots, but these were slow to sell. He even offered 
a two-for-one deal if the buyer immediately erected a house.

• Hurricane of March 1875 helped settlement by knocking down thousands of trees, but took some houses 
and barns went as well.

• George Kinnear (1839-1912) moved to Seattle in 1878 and transformed Eden Hill into a residential district. 
• In the 1880s, Seattle began to boom with new wealth from timber, coal, and real estate and in 1883, the 

Northern Pacific Railroad connected the city with the rest of the nation.
• As houses were built up south side of the hill, they followed an architectural style known as Queen Anne, 

imported from England. The Rev. Daniel Bagley (1818-1905) asked people in jest, if they were going to 
"Queen Anne Town?" Name stuck and by 1885 Queen Anne appeared in real estate ads. 

• Beginning in 1902, electric street car lines reached to the top of the hill along Queen Anne Avenue. The 18 
percent grade of Queen Anne Avenue was equipped with a system of counterweights built under the street 
to pull cars up and slow them down the hill. 

• These routes made possible the development of the top of the hill and homes and businesses soon followed. 
During the first decade of the twentieth century, many fine homes were built on the south side of the hill to 
take in views of Mount Rainier, Elliott Bay, and the growing city. 

1 Charles H. Black House and Gardens (1909), 615 W. Lee Street
In 1909, Seattle Hardware Co. founder Charles H. Black (d. 1922) built a large home on 1.7 acres on the south slope 
of Queen Anne Hill. The Seattle firm of Bebb and Mendel designed the house. It had 33 rooms and 11,600 square 
feet of living space. The landscaping was done by the Olmsted Brothers.
All rooms on the first floor are 11 feet high. Upstairs, in addition to a master bedroom suite opening onto a balcony, 
there are five family bedrooms, and four bathrooms. Five servants' bedrooms occupy the third floor. 
A stable was built on the 6th Avenue W side and connected to the main house by means of a tunnel under the 
laundry and service yards. 
The Black Home was designated a Seattle Landmark on April 16, 1970.  
2 Stuart/Balcom House, 619 W. Comstock 
Deette McAuslan Smith built this imposing brick residence on the south slope of Queen Anne Hill in 1926. She was 
the widow of contractor Grant Smith (d. 1923) who built the Olympic Hotel and the White-Henry-Stuart Building. 
He died four months after their marriage in 1923. 
The home is on three levels and has a large garden on the south side. A large ballroom opens onto the garden level. 
The Stuart/Balcom House and Gardens was declared a Seattle Landmark on September 10, 1984. Currently for sale 
for $6,485,000.
2a Giant Sequoia Tree
What is difference between Sequoias and Redwoods: Closely related, but:

1. Natural habitat.—The giant sequoia is found growing singly or in groups for a distance of 250 miles 
along the western slopes of the Sierra Nevada in central California at elevations of 4,000 to 8,000 feet. The redwood 
grows near the Pacific Ocean along the northern California coast in a more or less continuous belt about 450 miles 
long and 15 miles wide. 

2. Method of reproduction.—Both species reproduce from seed, but the redwood is one of the few conifers 
that is also able to develop sprouts from cut stumps, roots, and burls.

3.  Foliage.—The foliage of the giant sequoia is scalelike and somewhat resembles that of the junipers; 
redwood foliage is in the form of two-ranked needles like the hemlock.

4.  Shape and size— Giant sequoia is largest tree in the world in volume and has immense trunk with very 
slight taper; redwood is the world's tallest tree and has slender trunk.
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5.  Cones and seed—The cones and seed of the giant sequoia are about 3x the size of the redwood.
6.  Woody structure— Wood of the giant sequoia is much coarser in texture than that of the redwood, and 

growth rings of the redwood are wider. Both woods highly resistant to decay.
7.  Color of bark—The bark of the giant sequoia is bright reddish brown; redwood bark is a dull chocolate 

brown.
3 Kerry Park, Highland Drive
Kerry Park is 1.26 acres. According to a plaque on a wall in the park, "Kerry Park [was] given to the City in 1927 by 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Sperry Kerry, Sr., so that all who stop here may enjoy this view." That view encompasses 
downtown Seattle, Elliott Bay, the West Seattle peninsula, Bainbridge Island, and Mount Rainier. 
Changing Form, a steel sculpture by artist Doris Totten Chase, stands 15 ft high in the middle of the park. Since 
installation in 1971, the sculpture has been popular among photographers using it to frame the Seattle skyline or Mt 
Rainier.
4 Stimson-Griffiths House, 405 W. Highland Drive
Frederick Spencer Stimson was the manager of the Stimson Mill in Ballard and with his brother C.D. Stimson 
prospered in the lumber business. Fred bought this property on West Highland Drive with a dramatic view of the 
harbor and began planning an equally substantial house for his family. He liked the English style, as did his 
neighbors Albert Kerry and Charles Black. All these men went shopping for an architect and chose Charles Bebb.  
Besides the impressive oak entrance foyer and drawing room there are a ballroom, billiard room and a sunroom.
Grand as this home was it did not fit the lifestyle the Stimsons were ultimately to choose. By 1910 they moved into a 
country home, in Woodinville. That house became the showplace of their Hollywood Farms and is still standing 
today as Chateau St. Michelle Winery.  
5 Albert S. Kerry House, 421 W. Highland Drive
This home was designed for the lumberman and Seattle civic leader Albert Kerry by the Bebb and Mendel 
architectural firm.  Charles Bebb and Louis Mendel were the most prominent architects of their period, specializing 
in mansions for Seattle business leaders. 
6 McFee/Klockzien House (1909), 524 W. Highland Drive
John G. McFee (b. 1863) came to Seattle in 1890 and became a successful railroad contractor and businessman. The 
residence was designated a Seattle Landmark on September 2, 1980, because of its prominence in the area and its 
contributions to the identity and distinctive quality of the neighborhood. 
7 Reginald Parsons House, 618 W. Highland Drive
This Dutch colonial house with stucco exterior and slate roof was built in 1905.  The house has a fireplace in every 
bedroom, a gymnasium on the third floor, a huge library, a tile floored conservatory, and a large sunroom. The 
beautiful grounds originally included Parsons Memorial Garden on the west and a rose garden on the east side. The 
house was designated a Seattle landmark in 1979.
8 Parsons Memorial Gardens (1905), West of 618 W Highland Drive
In 1956, the children of Reginald H. and Maude Parsons provided this 16,552 square foot garden to the city of 
Seattle in memory of their parents. The garden had been the eastern portion of the Parsons estate on W Highland 
Drive since 1905. 
On September 2, 1980, the garden was designated a Seattle Landmark.
9 Betty Bowen Viewpoint (1918-1977), Highland Drive at 8th West
Betty Bowen was assistant director of the Seattle Art Museum, a civic activist on behalf of the arts and historic 
preservation, and an indefatigable promoter of Seattle artists. In the 1950‘s Dr. Richard Fuller, founder of the Seattle 
Art Museum, hired her as publicist, then promoted her to assistant director. Bowen served as assistant director of the 
art museum until Fuller retired in 1973. 
Her greatest legacy was her personal commitment to local artists. When she recognized talent, she did what she 
could to nurture it, sometimes dropping by studios or homes of cash-strapped artists to give them baskets of food or 
money. 
In 1977 at age 58, Bowen died of a brain tumor. Her good friend the architect Victor Steinbrueck organized the 
creation of a small park with a spectacular vista as an outdoor memorial to her. It includes sculpture by leading 
Northwest artists. The Betty Bowen Prize was established by Seattle Art Museum and is still given each year to an 
up-and-coming artist.
10 Wilcox Wall – Jan Hadley
11 Betty Bowen House, 715 W Prospect Street
A bungalow is typically a one-story residence with a roof that extends beyond the body of the house. The Seattle 
bungalow style included a gabled roof and a spacious front porch. O.J. Callahan built this bungalow in 1913. The 
structure was modified in 1917 with the addition of a garage. Other changes were made over the years. 
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Betty Bowen was married to Captain John Bowen, captain of an AT&T ship that laid undersea cables. She was able 
to watch for his ship from her living room windows when she knew he was coming back to port. On September 10, 
1984, her home was designated a Seattle Landmark.
12 Kinnear Park
A 14.1-acre park on the southwest slope of Queen Anne Hill in Seattle, Washington. It is two-tiered, with a lawn and 
open space atop the cliff, and a wooded area below. Kinnear Park is named for local real estate developer George 
Kinnear, who sold the land to the city for a dollar in 1889. It has been designated a Seattle landmark by the city 
government.
13 Amgen Bridge
The extraordinary 420-foot Amgen Helix Pedestrian Bridge spans eleven railroad tracks and connects the campus of 
one of the world’s largest biotechnical firms with a major transportation hub.
The three-dimensional helix design represents the vital DNA research conducted at Amgen’s facility.  
In 2004, the Amgen Helix Pedestrian Bridge received the “Outstanding Project” award under the Bridges and 
Transportation category given by the National Council of Structural Engineers Association.
14 Michael Heizer Adjacent, Against, Upon 1976
Michael Heizer's Adjacent, Against, Upon, initially controversial, has grown to be an important part of the 
landscape. The artwork juxtaposes three large granite slabs in different relationships to cast concrete forms. The 
granite slabs (30-50 tons each) were quarried in the Cascade Mountain Range and transported by barge and train to 
Myrtle Edwards Park. They are placed in a row along the narrow waterfront park, one lying adjacent to a three sided 
concrete plinth, another resting against an angular four sided plinth, and the last resting atop a five sided plinth. 
15 OSP -- Bathrooms
16 Thomas St. Pedestrian Bridge
Opened in November, 2012, this was a $10 million project to connect Lower Queen Anne and Belltown with the 
waterfront. 
What is the Lake to Bay Loop? It is a pedestrian route between Lake Union and Elliott Bay that creates a vital and 
safe connection to some of Seattle’s civic treasures – Lake Union Park, Seattle Center, the Olympic Sculpture Park 
and Myrtle Edwards Park. While only separated by a mile, these attractions for residents and tourists have remained 
divided by Highway 99 and the “Mercer Mess.” The Lake to Bay Loop reconnects these major destinations and 
nearby neighborhoods with a safe route for pedestrians and cyclists.  
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