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Arrival point: Overlake 
Transit Center 

Gathering point (9:30 a.m.): Microsoft Visitors Center 

Happy Hour (~3:30) 
Matador Restaurant 
7824 Leary Way NE 

Departure: Redmond 
Transit Center 

Bellevue 
Golf Course 

Bridle Trails 
State Park 

Overlake Farm 

 

Striders Day 3:     Thursday, May 24   
Microsoft Campus, Bridle Trails State Park, Redmond (10.9 miles) 
Gather at Microsoft Visitors Center, 9:30, ½ mile walk from Overlake TC. 
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“The Commons” 
Shops & Eateries 

Studio A Studio B 

Building 92 

Visitors Center 

Play Field Arrival Point:  
Overlake Transit Center 

 

Gathering Point (9:30 a.m.): 
Microsoft Visitors Center in 

Building 92 
 

Studio C 
Studio D 

 
Getting from the Overlake Transit Center to the Microsoft Visitors Center 
(1/2 mile): 

• Exit Transit Center and walk north to NE 40th St. 
• Turn left at light on NE 40th St, remaining on South side of road, 

cross SR 520. 
• Turn left into the MS campus between Studio A and Studio B. 
• Follow the path shown above, following signs to Building 92 and 

the Visitors Center. You will walk between two buildings which 
comprise “The Commons”, a group of shops and eateries. 

• Go to the entrance of Building 92, which houses the Visitors 
Center. Restrooms are just inside the entrance.  

• If in doubt, ask! Everyone you meet is helpful. 

 

Microsoft Campus Map 

Parking Garage (free) 
Building 99 

3600 NE 150th St 

 

 
Morning Coffee and Sandwiches. 

At the Microsoft Visitors Center, there is a public concession stand near 
the lobby, where you can buy coffee and a pre-made sandwich if you 
wish. 

Ask at the reception desk for directions to the stand, just down a 
hallway. 
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Trail Etiquette at Bridle Trails Park 
We are likely to encounter a horse on the 
trail at Bridle Trails Park. Here are the rules: 

1. Horses have the right of way. 
 

2. Stop and step to the side of the trail.  
(All walkers must step to the same side 
of the trail.) 
 

3. Speak to the rider and horse in a 
friendly tone. 



Day 3 Highlights                      Microsoft, Bridle Trails, and Redmond      May 23, 2018 
 

Our walk starts at the Visitors Center at Microsoft’s Redmond 
campus, housed in Building 92. (Microsoft identifies its buildings by 
numeral or letter.) Your photo op is outside the building, with the 
familiar Microsoft logo. 

Microsoft moved into its new headquarters in Redmond in 1986, 
some five years after it launched its iconic MS-DOS 1.0 PC operating 
system. Today’s campus covers 500 acres with 80 buildings and 
40,000 employees, about 1/3 of Microsoft’s total workforce. The 
campus features a full-blown shopping mall right on the grounds 
called “The Commons”, with extensive eateries, bank, bike shop, 
barber, gym, and various other retail shops. Other amenities include 
a soccer field, jogging paths, and pub. 

Microsoft has been renovating some buildings on campus 
to add the open work spaces, communal places and 
small conference rooms that are trendy in the tech 
industry. This includes three unheated "Treehouse Meeting 
Rooms" that are wooden huts set among the trees, 
opened in late 2017. Microsoft said it had been planning 
renovations and surveyed employees to see what they 
cared about the most. Employees said if they were given 
the opportunity, they would work outside more. Thus, the 
treehouses came to be. 

Late last year, Microsoft announced a major campus 
expansion over the next five to seven years. The 
Company will construct 18 new buildings with open work 
spaces and tear down 12 of its oldest x-shaped buildings 
on the campus which featured the now-out-moded 
concept of one office for each employee. 

Some of the new buildings will be centered on a new 2-
acre plaza with additional sports fields and recreation 
trails. The expansion work will be completed about the 
same time that the Redmond light-rail station is scheduled 
to open in 2023 and Microsoft has agreed to give $150 
million to the city of Redmond and Sound Transit for 
infrastructure improvements. 

Bellevue Golf Course 

From the Microsoft campus, we walk over the Bridle Crest 
Trail to the beautiful Bellevue Golf Course, a public facility 
opened in 1968 with an 18-hole course populated with 
mature cedar and fir trees. Our rest stop is at the course’s grill and golf shop. 

	
	
	
 

 
 

  



Bridle Trails Neighborhood  

From the golf course we again walk on Bridle Crest Trail into the Bridle Trails Neighborhood, an area known for its 
rural and equestrian character whose centerpiece is Bridle Trails State Park. The surrounding neighborhoods 
were developed in the 1950’s.  Key to the equestrian-orientated land-use was large lots with pastures and 

adjoining trails.  Great care is still taken to preserve this unique 
community as illustrated by a section of Kirkland’s regulations on 
“setbacks for barns, paddocks and manure piles.”  The mind boggles as 
to how the specifications were determined for the latter! 

We first walk past Overlake Farm, a 480 acre site complete with horse 
trails, paddocks and riding arenas that is truly unique, given the amount 
of development that has occurred in the Bellevue area.  This 70 year old 
farm claims to be the oldest horse farm in Bellevue and provides horse 
boarding services. 

Bridle Trails State Park borders the cities of Bellevue, Kirkland and 
Redmond. It is the focal point for this equestrian-orientated 

neighborhood.  This 480 acre park has some 28 miles of equestrian and pedestrian trails which are anchored by 
3 main trails.  The State of Washington claims that it is “one of best equestrian parks west of the Mississippi.” 

The park has an interesting history.  Originally this one square mile (section) of land was part of an 1889 land 
grant to the State.  Managed by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), its purpose was to provide 
funding for public schools primarily through 
revenue from logging.  Some of the land was 
also sold-off which gives the park its odd shape.  
Beginning in the 1930’s, requests were made by 
horse riders to turn the property into a park.  
State Parks began officially leasing the land 
from DNR in 1962 with the formal deed being 
transferred in 1992. 

This park remains much beloved by horse riders 
– and walkers too!  One of the most interesting 
groups to enjoy the park was the Gallop’n 
Gerties Eastside Women’s Riding Club.  
Beginning in the 1940’s, they met every 
Thursday for a lunch and a ride (ending in 1999).  
Most impressively, their motto was “no dues, no 
bylaws and no projects.”  Another visitor of note 
was a bear that was captured (and relocated) 
in 2010.  Krispy Kreme doughnuts were used as 
bait! 

Grass Lawn Park 

From Bridle Trails, we walk on the Old 
Redmond Road to downtown 
Redmond, with a rest stop at Grass 
Lawn Park, a well-developed field 
facility with two stainless steel 
sculptures by Washington artist Ken 
Turner, “Tipp Off” and “Challenge”, 
installed by the Redmond Arts 
Commission. 

 

 

 

Avoid uncertainty and look for the blue Strider trail markers! 


