
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	                                            
UNIVERSITY VILLAGE TO RAVENNA – 5.12 miles	  
 
 
RAVENNA was incorporated as a town in 1906 and annexed by Seattle in 1907.  It was named 
after Ravenna, Italy. In the mid-1880’s the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railroad was extended 
from Seattle along the shore of Lake Washington. William Beck developed the land near 
Ravenna Station into town lots and established Ravenna Park.  Another developer Charles 
Cowen acquired land in 1906 that became Cowen Park.  The area was noted for its big trees.  
Ravenna Park became city property in 1911. By 1926 most of the large trees were gone. 
 
The Olmsted Brothers, under the direction of John Charles Olmsted, designed 37 parks and 
boulevards in Seattle including Cowen, Ravenna and NE Ravenna Boulevard. At one time 
Ravenna Creek connected Green Lake with Lake Washington.  In 1911 Green Lake was lowered, 
cutting off the creek’s source.  In the 50’s and 60’s the creek was separated from Lake 
Washington and piped into the county sewage system.  From 2005 to 2006 the Ravenna Creek 
Daylighting Project brought to the surface 650 feet of the creek in Ravenna Park.  A new pipe 
reconnects the creek from NE 54th St. to University Slough and Union Bay. 
 
Start at Starbucks University Village, 4634 26th Ave. NE, and walk to the west entrance of 
University Village.  Cross 25th Ave. NE at the light, and walk north until you reach the Burke-
Gilman Trail.  Cross NE Blakeley St. and angle left to continue walking along Ravenna Place NE.  
Cross NE 55th St. to RAVENNA PARK. Walk north on the path that parallels Ravenna Ave. NE.   
 
Turn left at the small parking lot at the west edge of the park, and walk west on NE RAVENNA 
BOULEVARD.  Turn right at 20th Ave. NE, and walk across the bridge that spans RAVENNA 
PARK.  Turn right and continue on NE 61st St. until you reach the end of the street. 
 
Next you will cross a ravine along two bridges with steps at both ends.  On the other side, follow 
the path next to the house on the left until you reach NE 60th St. Walk east to 24th Ave. NE and 
turn right. Walk to the end of the street and return to NE 60th St. Cross NE 60th St. and walk to the 
other end of 24th Ave. NE.  Turn around and walk back to NE  60th St. Turn right on NE 60th St. 
Walk back the same route, and cross the first bridge. 
 
Follow the steps to Ravenna Ave. NE.  Turn right and walk north until you come to NE 65th St. 
Cross at the light, turn left, and cross Ravenna Ave. NE.  Continue to RAVENNA-ECKSTEIN 
COMMUNITY CENTER, 6535 Ravenna Ave. NE.  RESTROOMS are here. Exit the building and 
turn right. Walk around the back of the building and through the parking lot and park. On the right 
is the former RAVENNA SCHOOL just north of the community center. 
 
Walk north on 21st Ave. NE. Turn right on NE 70th St. and then left on 24th Ave. NE. Turn left on 
NE 73rd St., and left again at Ravenna Ave, NE. Go right at NE 68th St., and walk until you reach 
20th Ave. NE.  Turn left and walk south past RAVENNA THIRD PLACE BOOKS. 
 
Cross NE 65th St. at the light, and walk south on 20th Ave. NE. Turn right on NE 63rd St. Walk 
through the small park in the traffic circle at 17th Ave. NE and continue to walk south on 17th Ave. 
NE.  Go right on NE 62nd St. Cross 15th Ave. NE (no light), and turn left on Brooklyn Ave. NE.  
Follow the path along the west side of COWEN PARK to NE RAVENNA BLVD. and turn left.  
Cross Cowen Pl. NE first, and then cross NE Ravenna Blvd. Walk across the grassy median, and 
turn left at the path that leads to 15th Ave. NE.  Cross at the stop sign and continue to walk along 
NE RAVENNA BLVD. until you come to the parking lot for RAVENNA PARK at Ravenna Ave. NE. 
 
Walk south on the path through the park until you reach NE 55th St. Cross NE 55th St. and walk 
along Ravenna Place NE to NE Blakeley St.  Cross the street, turn left on the B-G Trail and walk 
to 25th Ave. NE. At the light cross 25th Ave. NE and walk south to the west entrance to University 
Village and Starbucks.  



 
 
 


